A potential catastrophic trap: an unusually presenting sellar lesion.
A 63-year-old man was admitted to our emergency unit complaining headache, vomit and vertigo. A MR of the brain showed an expanding lesion within the sellar region. A subsequent angio-MR excluded any intracranial vascular malformations. Surprisingly, a cerebral angiography performed later on the basis of worsening of neurological signs and symptoms, demonstrated an aneurysm of the internal carotid artery. At the best of our knowledge, this is the first case of a thrombosis of an intracavernous carotid aneurysm mimicking a pituitary apoplexy documented by MR and angio-MR. The treatment of a milder syndrome of pituitary apoplexy is still controversial. This case would favour conservative treatment opposed to surgery at least when an intracavernous extension or invasion of the adenoma would limit the opportunity of a complete tumour removal.